
Restricted Inflatable 
Study Material 

 
Introduction 
 
The purpose of this study material is to prepare you for the Class One Rental Restricted Inspectors test to 
be administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. The successful completion of this test is 
a prerequisite to you becoming a licensed inspector. A word of caution here: You Will Not pass this 
extensive test unless you study all the material (not all possible test questions are covered in this study 
material) and pay close attention during the seminar. 
 
The Intent of this Document 
 
It is the intent of this study material to help the reader become a more valuable member of the 
amusement industry.  It is anticipated that the reader intends to become a Certified Amusement Ride 
Inspector empowered to operate within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Therefore, it is important for 
the reader to understand that the ability to become a Certified Ride Inspector rests on a combination of 
experience, mechanical aptitude, and testing ability.  Because of the requirement for experience, NOT 
ALL THE QUESTIONS ASKED IN THE CERTIFICATION TEST ARE FOUND IN THIS STUDY 
MATERIAL. 
 
Background 
 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has charged the state Department of Agriculture with assuring the 
general publics safety while enjoying amusement rides. To this end the department regulates all types of 
amusement rides. Many different types of providers operate these rides but generally fall into one of 
these general categories: Fixed Parks, Traveling Shows, or an Inflatable Ride Rental Agency (this study 
material and seminar addresses the Inflatable Ride Rental Agency’s only). In general terms these types 
of agency’s supply various types of portable rides to the general public. 
 
The Department has “State Inspectors” in the field to check rides for safety. These inspectors may from 
time to time visit your location to assure that the proper safety measures as stated in the Amusement 
Ride safety and Liability Act No.1994.58 are being adhered to.  
The Department also has a staff that administrates and oversees the various reporting necessary to 
assure the safety of the general public. 
 
We as providers of various rides to the general public must provide rides that are properly inspected and 
installed and therefore meet the high standards of safety that is specified in the Amusement Ride safety 
and Liability Act No.1994.58. 
 
HISTORY OF THE ACT 
 
In 1984, The Amusement Ride Inspection Act was signed into Law (Act 1984-81).  The law provides for 
the inspection of Amusement Rides & Attractions, imposes duties on the Department of Agriculture, 
creates the Amusement Ride Safety Board, and imposes civil and criminal penalties. 
 
This Act empowers the Department of Agriculture to develop and enforce regulations found in 7 Pa. 
Code, Chapter 139.  It is the Act and the accompanying regulations that dictate the actions of Certified 
Amusement Ride Inspectors. 
 
NOTE: 
The Department recognizes two (2) levels (also known as classes) of amusement ride inspection 
expertise.  An inspector and or operator must be able to speak, read, and understand English to 
participate in this test. 
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Inflatable Ride Definition 
 
The ACT defines an Inflatable Ride as “ A portable, inflatable kiddie ride consisting of an enclosed play 
surface, into which children may crawl and thereafter upon which interior or exterior surface the children 
may jump, bounce or slide.” 
 
This definition could include many different types of rides that are now or might be available in the future. 
These include inflatable Bounce Rides, Mazes, and Slides. Each ride will set up and operate differently, 
therefore you must be familiar with each ride that your company owns and know how to properly inspect 
that ride for safety. Additionally you must provide to the renting public set up and operating instructions as 
well as safety rules to follow. 
 
The department certifies that rides registered with the state meet the engineering standards set by the 
Commonwealth. Each manufacturer is required to provide the Department with engineering data which is 
then approved by the departments engineer as well as meeting the advisory boards approval. All 
inflatable rides must be constructed using flame resistant materials. 
 
Required Documentation 

 
7 Pa. Code Chapter 139 as amended specifies that various reports be filed with the Department. Below is 
a review of each form and it’s use: 
 
AMUSEMENT RIDE AND ATTRACTIONS INSPECTION AFFIDAVIT: 
 
An inspection must be preformed on the ride by a licensed inspector on a monthly basis. This inspection 
must be reported on the form provided for each month that the ride is available for operation. In that many 
rides are not used during the winter months it is suggested that you file an inspection report (traditionally 
in the late Fall) stating that you have ceased operation for the year and then (traditionally in the early 
spring) file a new form reporting that your operation is open for the season. 
 
An inspection form must also be filed for any ride that is used for an “Open to the public” event. The 
example given in the variance in section #3 is “ A person or business that rents an inflatable ride may be 
an inflatable ride rental entity with respect to some rentals and not be an inflatable ride rental entity with 
respect to others. It shall remain the responsibility of a person or business that rents the inflatable ride to 
comply with the requirements of the ACT and its attendant regulations in the event it is not acting as an 
inflatable ride entity.” 
IE: if the ride is used for a backyard birthday party as an example it is not subject to the daily inspection 
regulation. If a ride is used for an open to the public event an example is a carnival, fair or block party it 
must be inspected prior to its operation and an inspection report must be filed. 
 
REPORT OF ITINERARY 
 
The Report of Itinerary must normally be filled at least 15 days prior to any event. The Department of 
Agriculture recognizes that because of the nature of the rental business inflatable rides my be rented on 
very short notice.  
Through a variance to the code inflatable rides rented for “NON-OPEN TO THE PUBLIC” events are 
exempted from the 15 day advance reporting of Itinerary requirement. The event must still be reported to 
the department as soon as possible. As an example if someone enters your location to rent an inflatable 
ride on Friday for an event on Saturday you must file an Itinerary report on Friday or at latest Saturday 
morning. 
 
The Department has also relaxed their reporting form requirements; they will allow use of any format that 
includes the same information that the state form BARA-02 includes. These forms may be either mailed, 
faxed, to 717-783-4158 or emailed to the department at jfiloromo@.state.pa.us.  Do not send duplicates.  
By filing your report of itinerary the department is aware of all your events and thus, because the state 
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inspectors are aware of the event, your client won’t have their event closed down due to a 
misunderstanding. 
 
CLASS 1 
 
This is the basic inspection level.  A class 1 inspector is empowered to inspect non-complex amusement 
rides such as Inflatables, Bumper Boats, Go-Karts, Play Ports, Water Slides, Miniature Trains and any 
other ride or attraction so designated by the Department. A classification has been added to the class 1 
license, it’s referred to as Class 1 “Rental Restricted” and covers small inflatables normally in rental 
inventories.  
 
CLASS 2 
 
This is the advanced inspection level.  This class requires a more complete understanding of a number of 
complex amusement ride systems and the ability to communicate this knowledge to others.  The required 
experience and skill are expected to be measurable to the abilities of the student.  A class 2 inspector is 
empowered to inspect all approved amusement rides and attractions in the Commonwealth. 
 
INSPECTOR IDENTITY CARD 
 
Upon the successful completion of the appropriate level of testing, a successful applicant is presented 
with a photo ID card that denotes his/her class, date of issuance, and date of expiration.  
The Inspector Identity card is valid for Three years from the date of testing, you must attend a seminar 
every three years to re-validate your card. 
 
It is incumbent upon the applicant that he/she read and understand all the information provided to the 
student by the Department, to include, but not be limited to, the Act and the accompanying regulations, as 
well as any appropriate reporting forms and procedures and any other information provided in the study 
packet. 
 
PENALTIES 
 
The applicant must fully, clearly, and completely understand his/her responsibility with relation to 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Amusement Ride Regulations 7 Pa. Code, Chapter 139, Section 
13, Sub-Sections a, b and c with regard to penalties. 
 
 
WHAT IS AN INSPECTION 

 
An inspection is a visual examination of a ride or attraction to identify, report, and eliminate any situation 
that poses a threat to the safety and well being of human life. Every inspection should include inspecting 
the integrity of the tie downs, netting, safety buckles, and structural integrity of the material and stitching.  
 
WHY INSPECT 
 
It is the moral and legal responsibility of every amusement ride operator to ensure safe operations.  
Inspections are a proven means to help ensure a safe operation. 
 
VALUE OF INSPECTION 
 
Hazards can be eliminated, damage to materials and equipment can be prevented, and inspection can 
assess the effectiveness of maintenance, housekeeping, and training.  Inspection data is critical to safety 
incident investigation.  Inspection programs provide on-the-job safety training to ride operators.  
Inspection records provide a paper trail for management to monitor safety. 
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TYPES OF INSPECTION 
 
The only acceptable inspection is one that meets or exceeds those functions dictated by the manufacturer 
and Pennsylvania law. 

 
TIMING OF INSPECTIONS 
 
Pennsylvania law requires that a portable ride be inspected every time it is erected for operation and that 
every permanent ride be inspected at least once a month. 
 
However, all ride owners operating in the Commonwealth are required to perform daily inspections and 
each inspection properly documented. 
A variance allows rental class rides used for non “open to the public” events to be inspected only on a 
monthly basis. If the same ride is used for an “open to the public” event it must be inspected each time it 
is set up. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INSPECTOR 
 
The inspector who signs the Inspection Affidavit is the person responsible for the information found on 
that report. 
 
Each inspector is responsible to provide a signed inspection affidavit for the inspection of all of the rides 
he or she inspects. 
 
Inspections conducted by a team of inspectors require each team member to submit an inspection 
affidavit for the rides he or she inspected. 
 
Multiple signers on an inspection affidavit will void the document; require an appropriate inspection and 
an explanation to the Department of Agriculture. 
 
This information is provided to help the reader more fully understand the demands, requirements, and 
responsibilities of a Certified Amusement Ride Inspector in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
 
Successful completion of the Class 1 certification test authorizes inspection of items such as: moonwalks, 
bumper cars, bumper boats, and go-carts, live animal rides, Miniature trains, attractions and other similar 
devices.  
Successful completion of the Class 1 “Rental Restricted” certification test authorizes inspection of items 
such as moonwalks, Inflatable mazes and slides. Successful completion of the Class 1 and Class 2 
certification test authorizes inspection of all rides. 
 

“IN PENNSYLVANIA RIDES ARE SAFE” 
GUIDELINES FOR RIDE INSPECTION 

 
LOCATION AND INSTALLATION:      
 
Free From Adjacent hazards and Interferences: 
 
All rides, walk through shows, and funhouses, should be located in such a manner that they do not 
physically interfere with other rides.  Severe and even fatal accidents have occurred as a result of 
improperly placed rides. 
 
Operating clearances should be carefully verified for each ride prior to passenger loading.  Nearby utility 
poles, trees, buildings, and other structures may present interference to safe ride operation and their 
clearances should be verified.  There shall be a six-foot clearance between rides.  Particular attention 
should be paid to overhanging items such as lighting, power lines (15’ clearance required), telephone 
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cables, overhead piping, guide wires, and anything which is apt to be a hazard to the safe operation of 
the ride.  It should be noted, that power lines may increase their sag under conditions of hot weather and 
heavy current draw (after the initial inspection).  Be sure to take this possibility into account when 
inspections are made. 
 
 In Level Position on Solid Ground or Pavement: 
 
Portable rides are intended for installation on solid ground or pavement or interior surfaces.  Some will 
require blocking to produce a satisfactory installation. 
 
Assuming that the soil or pavement is adequate to provide ride support, it is desirable that the ride is 
approximately level after all adjustments are made.  Sighting the ride from several directions can usually 
do this. 
 
A small hand level can be used to arrive at a more accurate determination.  In general, the taller the ride 
the more need for accurate leveling. 
Proper Anchoring 
 
Some rides, particularly high structures, use guide wires or straps to prevent collapse from wind loads or 
to tie various parts of the ride structure together more or less rigidly.  Guide wires and straps, where 
necessary, should be properly placed, properly adjusted, and in good condition in order to accomplish 
their job. As specified by the manufacturer connection points of all guide wires should be examined to be 
sure they are of good quality.  If the connection is made to a stake in the ground, be sure that the stake is 
suitably anchored in the ground (or pavement) so it does not yield and allow the guide wire to develop 
excessive slack.  Guide wires, many times, occur in pairs and when properly adjusted, will have nearly 
equal tension in both wires of the pair.  If the wires are not properly adjusted, excessive movement of the 
ride may occur.  The manufacturer’s manual is a good reference to determine the number, placement and 
adjustment of the guide wires or cables. 
 
 Motors, Belts and Cables Guarded From Public: 
 
All rides should be checked to insure the machinery such as motors; belts, and similar items are 
effectively guarded or isolated from public contact.  The guard or barrier should be such that it does not 
offer an accident hazard in itself.  Guards should be fixed to the structure when possible, or secured 
elsewhere if attachment directly to the structure is not possible.  
 In no case, should the unguarded machinery be allowed to operate so as to endanger the public or to the 
ride operator. 
 
Proper Fencing and Railings 
 
All rides must be adequately fenced to provide protection to spectators and riders.  Fences should be 
located to provide a safe distance from the outermost point of swing on aerial rides.   
 
Breaks in fencing should be limited to those necessary to allow proper entrance and exit by passengers. 
Slides, or their walkways, should be protected by guards to restrain the person sliding from falling over 
the side.  Power units should be shielded from the public.  In some cases, this will require fencing 
barricades or traffic cones.  The inspector should use his judgment to determine that a proper result is 
being obtained. 
STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY: 
  
Assembled in Correct Manner: 
 
A ride, when completely assembled, should be examined to determine if it has been put together 
properly.  Previous experience and the manufacturer’s manual will be of value in making this 
determination.  Will be rather obvious by comparing the assembled ride with photos or drawings in the 
manual.  
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Some misassemble will be less obvious, such as a tie down strap not pulling the ride out properly. 
Sometimes this can be determined by an examination of photos or sketches and sometimes it “Just 
doesn’t look right”.  Any sign or clue of improper assembly should be reason not to allow the ride to 
operate until the correctness of the assembly has been determined. The essence of correct assembly is 
the use of proper components in the right places.  Be alert to areas, which have been modified from the 
manufactured configuration.  Mechanical items, which you know or suspect to be different from the 
original item, should be checked to determine if they appear adequate for the job. If the substituted item 
has deteriorated the quality and safety of the ride, then its use should not be permitted. 
 
 Free of Tares and Excessive Wear: 
 
Most manufacturer’s service manuals and bulletins will indicate the areas where heavy stresses occur 
and where tares are prone to develop.  The bulletins usually pin point specific areas where problems 
have been found and indicate the corrective action necessary.  In some cases, modification kits provided 
by the manufacturer are required to correct the problem.  Insist that the repair be made in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s specifications. 
 
Safety Devices: 
 
Most inflatable rides are equipped with safety devices that protect the rider from either falling or jumping 
out of the ride. It is important that these devices be checked each time the ride is inspected. Snaps or 
buckles must attach so securely that they cannot be unhooked without the operator doing it intentionally.  
 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY 
 
Equipment Grounding: 
 
All inflatable rides must be properly grounded according to all applicable codes and be connected to a 
properly sized and grounded outlet.  
 
Proper Insulation on Wires and Cables: 
 
No broken, frayed or bare wiring may be used.  Any wiring repairs must be done to applicable codes, and 
tested after repairs are made. 
 
Cables Properly Connected at Plugs and Boxes: 
 
All connections to moving portions of a ride must be connected so there is no tendency to pull the wire 
loose when the ride is operating. 
 
Operate Properly: 
 
The inspector should observe the ride in operation with the operator controlling the ride as he would when 
operating with a load of passengers.  All controls must operate normally or the ride should not be 
permitted to run until abnormalities have been corrected.  The operator should demonstrate the capability 
to safely unload the riders and stop of the ride in case of an emergency.   
 
Controls shall be “fail safe” so if the power goes off, no hazard is presented to the public.  Controls must 
also be such that no hazard is presented by the ride on resumption of electric service following the loss of 
power.  Resumption of ride operation must be under control of the operator following power interruptions. 
 
The inspector should determine the passenger capacity of the ride from the nameplate or the 
manufacturer’s manual. No ride shall be permitted to operate with passenger loads in excess of the rated 
capacity of the ride. 
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Proper Loading and Unloading Practice: 
 
A competent operator trained for the duty shall operate each ride or device.  When the ride or device is 
shut down, provision must be made to prevent operation by the public. No person other than a trained 
operator shall be permitted to operate the ride.  Ride entrances shall have a passenger waiting line, 
retaining bar, chain, rope, gate or other method effectively restraining entrance to the ride area.  The 
layout of the ride should be such that the operator (or operators) can control the loading and unloading of 
passengers.   
 
MISCELLANEOUS SAFETY ITEMS 
 
Rides Free of Loose Items: 
 
Moving parts of every ride should be checked to make sure that there are no loose items, which might be 
thrown off as the ride is operated.  This would include such things as covers, wrenches, bolts, nuts, 
beverage containers or any loose item, which might become a hazard. 
 
Free of Hazard Projections: 
 
The entire area of the ride, including the ride proper, the controls, the fencing, staking, ballasts, entrances 
and exits should be examined to make sure that no hazardous projections which will result in or 
contribute to an incident. 
 
Records: 
 
Should be kept and available for inspection of: 

A) Maintenance 
B) Safety Inspections 
C) Operator Training 

 
 
 
Housekeeping:  
 
Areas around and under rides should be kept clear of debris. 
 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE – ALL RIDES 
 
TROUBLESHOOTING PROCEDURES 
 
Prior to calling for factory help on a ride having problems, certain things should be done ahead of time to 
eliminate wasted time by both parties. 
 

1. Have ride serial number and name available. 
2. Have manual ready to use as reference. 
3. Have the same person make all calls and be sure to get name of person you are 

speaking to at the factory.  All calls should then be made to that person. 
4. Have telephone number ready that you want return calls made to. 
5. Have shipping instructions ready to give, such as how, and when, and where to 

ship parts (no post office boxes). 
6. Have list of any alterations, modifications or kits that ride may have. 
7. Have a person make the call that is familiar with the problem and can describe 

symptoms of ride problems, such as, was the problem a gradual thing? did it 
suddenly quit?, are any sounds occurring that are not normal?, does the problem 
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occur continuously or is it intermittent?, does the ride run but has no braking?, 
etc. 

8. Many times the problem that will completely stop a ride from working will be one 
of many simple things that are forgotten or overlooked when a person starts to 
look for what appears to be a major breakdown. Check the Manufacturers 
Manual for a trouble shooting section before any calls are made to the factory. It 
may save several expensive phone calls or a more expensive visit by a factory 
representative, as well as valuable time. 

ASTM Standards 
 
The Pennsylvania Amusement Ride Inspection Act, No 1984-81 as well as the Amusement Ride 
regulations for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania refer to ASTM Standards. 
 
ASTM stands for American Society For Testing And Materials, an organization located in West 
Conshohocken, Pennsylvania that facilitates the writing of voluntary consensus standards.  Several 
amusement industry groups, government, and public interest groups formed ASTM Committee F-24 on 
Amusement Rides and Device in 1978.  These groups included the OABA (Outdoor Amusement 
Business Association), the IAAPA (International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions), 
Manufacturers, Suppliers, the CPSC (Consumer Product Safety Commission) and members of the Public. 
 
ASTM Committee F-24 on Amusement Rides and Devices develops voluntary consensus standards for 
the amusement industry.  ASTM standards are intended to be voluntary until such time as a government 
agency adopts the standards.  Pennsylvania has adopted ASTM F-24 Standards as a portion of its Rules 
and Regulations. 
 
The committee currently has several subcommittees: F24.10 Test Methods, F24.20 Specifications And 
Terminology, F24.24 Design and Manufacturer, F24.30 Maintenance And Inspections, F24.40 
Operations, F24.60 Special Rides And Attractions, Public Relations and Long Range Planning.   
 
ASTM F-24 Standards on Amusement Rides and Devices can be purchased from ASTM Headquarters in 
West Conshohocken, PA by calling (610) 832-9693.  To receive the latest standards on F-24, order the 
Annual Book of ASTM Standards, Volume 15.07 on End Use Products.  This annual compilation lists 
changes and additions made by Committee F-24 during the preceding year. 
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Glossary of Terms 
 

ASTM American Society for Testing Materials  
  (Chemical & Physical Specifications) 
 
ANSI  American National Standards Institute (Dimensional Specifications) 
 
SAE  Society of Automotive Engineers  

Specification of Grade 5 and Grade 8 Hardware 
 
ASME American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
 
ISO  International Organization for Standards 
 
FQA  Fastener Quality Act (Public Law 101-592) To be enacted May 27, 1998 

 
FIRE SAFETY & FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

 
Fires have played a part in the amusement industry for many years. In the early 1900’s fire destroyed 
many amusement piers and parks. In the mid eighties, a devastating fire in New Jersey claimed the lives 
of 7 teenage park visitors while they were walking through a Haunted House type attraction made up of a 
series of trailers. Amusement ride regulations were implemented by a number of states’ including 
Pennsylvania, following the fire in New Jersey.  
 
Fire Safety and Fire Extinguishers play a part in the inspections, operations and maintenance of every 
fixed site and mobile amusement operation. Areas of concern in the amusement industry include such 
things as Walt Through Attractions, Gas Powered Rides, Generators, Stock Trailers and Warehouses, 
Electrical Equipment, Dark Rides, Flammable and Combustible Liquid Storage, as well as many other 
attractions, amusement rides and devices. 
 
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA ) has classified four general types of fires, based on the 
combustible materials involved and the type of extinguisher used to put them out. The four fire 
classifications are A,B,C, and D. Each classification has a special symbol and color identification. 
 

General Classes of Fires 
 
Class A: This type of fire is the most common. The combustible materials   are things such 

as wood, cloth, paper, rubber and plastics. The common extinguisher agent is 
water, but dry chemicals are also effective.                 

 
Class B:   Flammable liquids, gasses and greases create class B fires. 

Extinguishers to use are foam, carbon dioxide and dry chemical. 
 
Class C: These fires are electrical fires and a non-conducting agent must be used. Carbon 

dioxide and dry chemical extinguishers are to be used. 
 
Class D:   Combustible metals fires such as magnesium, titanium and, 
   Sodium. 
 
Class E: These fires require specialized techniques to extinguish    them. 
 
Types of Fire Extinguishers 
 
Here is a list of fire extinguishers most commonly found in an amusement operation: 
 

• Water 
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• Carbon Dioxide 
• Dry Chemical 
• Multipurpose Dry Chemical 

 
Multipurpose fire extinguishers (ABC) will handle all A,B, and C, so be sure to read the labels. 
 
 
 
 
How to Use a Fire Extinguisher 
 
Even though extinguishers come in a number of shapes and sizes, they all operate in the same manner. 
The easy acronym for fire extinguisher use is: 
 

P A S S – Pull, Aim, Squeeze, Sweep 
 
Pull the pin at the top of the extinguisher that keeps the handle from being 

accidentally pressed. 
 
AIM        the nozzle toward the base of the fire 
 
SQUEEZE  stand approximately 8 feet away from the fire and squeeze the handle to 

discharge the extinguisher. If you release the handle the discharge will stop. 
 
SWEEP  the nozzle back and forth at the base of the fire. After the fire appears to be out, 

watch it carefully since it may re-ignite! 
 
Suggested Areas to check during Fire Safety Inspections 
 
• Trash and litter, no unnecessary accumulation 
• Housekeeping, rides and work area neat and clean 
• Fire Extinguishers, well marked, correct types, charged and ready to go 
• Hazardous Materials, stored in designated areas 
• Exits, well marked and unobstructed 
• Wiring, good connection, good grounds, insulation intact 
• Smoking, only in designated areas, signs posted  
• Flammable Materials, being handled with cars, signs posted where applicable 
 
* Please note, this is not an all-inclusive list. Inspectors are encouraged to develop their own list of 
inspection points.    
 

Inflatable Attractions 
Set-up Procedures 
The site selected for set-up should be clear of debris and overhead obstructions.  Roll out the inflatable 
and make sure it is fully stretched out.  Anchor the inflatable according to the manufacturer’s 
specifications. Attach the blower(s).  Before plugging in the blower(s) make sure the power cord and 
receptacle are the proper voltage and amperage. 
 
Daily Pre-Opening Inspection 
Check the ride and surrounding area for debris.  Make sure the blower(s) and all anchoring devices are 
attached properly.  Inspect the blower(s) for proper guards and shields.  Check all electrical cords for 
defects and proper connections.  Inflate the ride and check inside and outside for rips, tears and debris.  
Check for signs of aging and cracking.  A warning sign stating the rules must be present in good 
condition, legible and visible to riders. 
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Operating Procedures 
Each operator must be provided with written instructions and safety rules that they can read and 
understand.  The ride should not be operated in high winds.  Most manufacturers set a maximum 
allowable wind limit (usually 25 mph or less).  Riders must remove their shoes and loose or sharp objects 
including facial jewelry.  The rated capacity of the ride should never be exceeded and children should be 
loaded according to their weight.  The operator should always watch the riders and not allow any 
horseplay.  All posted rules should be strictly enforced. 
 
Maintenance and Repairs 
All maintenance or repairs should be done in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications.  
Materials used for repairing should be obtained from or recommended by the manufacturer.  All repairs 
and materials used in repairs must be documented in a maintenance log. 
 
Cleaning and sanitizing 
It is important to the riding public that rides be clean and sanitary. Children are susceptible to all types of 
diseases; in order to protect them from spreading proper measures must be taken to sanitize the ride 
after each use. The Pennsylvania department of bedding requires the use of Microban on bedding, it is 
suggested that this product be used on the exposed play surfaces of inflatable rides. 
Emergency Procedures 
 
Emergencies can arise for various reasons.  The owner/operator of an inflatable device should have an 
emergency procedure policy.  During an emergency the operator should remain calm and help the 
patrons exit the ride quickly, but in a safe orderly fashion.  After everyone has exited the ride, the 
company’s policy for shutting down a ride should be implemented.  Before the ride is to be put back in 
service a qualified inspector should inspect it. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

This study material has been compiled to help the applicant prepare for the Certified Amusement Ride 
“Rental Restricted” Safety Inspector Test.  Not all information required to answer all the questions on the 
test can be found in this document. 
 
The Department can and will change and up-date this material as the situation warrants. 
 
Tests will be administrated at the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture building located at 2301 N. 
Cameron Street Harrisburg, PA, the first working Monday of the month from March to September. The 
annual PERA (Pennsylvania Equipment Rental Association) Rental Restricted seminar is held in 
March/April. 
 
The Department reserves the right to limit the number of times an unsuccessful person can attempt to 
pass the test to three (3). 
 
The Department assesses a fifty dollar ($50) certification fee, payable the day of the test.  Make checks 
Payable to “The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture”.  The Department will not accept cash. 
 
For more information call 717-787-9089. 
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