
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Why Customers Choose Inflatables for Recreational Boating 
 

More American Boaters Learning What Coast Guard, Military & Others  
Know About the Benefits of Inflatables & RIBs 

 
STEVENSVILLE, MD – More American boaters are coming to appreciate what the U.S. 
Coast Guard, military organizations and many European boaters learned years ago about 
the characteristics that distinguish inflatables and rigid-hull inflatable boats (RIBs) from 
traditional hard bottom boats:  excellent safety and stability, buoyancy, mobility, fuel 
efficiency/power ratio, smooth ride and easy maintenance. 
 

 Safety: The large, shock-absorbing inflatable collars of Zodiac RIBs create a 
highly stable boat with a low center of gravity, which makes it practically impossible 
to capsize under normal conditions.  Because there are several air compartments 
in each buoyancy tube, the boat will stay stable and unsinkable, even with one of 
the independent air chambers deflated. 
 Buoyancy: Because of the large buoyancy tubes, the load capacity of a Zodiac is 

far greater than that of a traditional rigid boat of similar size. 
 Mobility: Once deflated and folded, the space taken up by a Zodiac “fold-up” 

inflatable is so compact that transporting and storing it is extremely easy.  Even 
RIBs are much easier to transport than comparable traditional boats because of 
their much lighter weight.  Cars that could never tow a traditional boat can easily 
tow a RIB. 
 Fuel Efficiency/Power Ratio: Because of their light weight, Zodiac inflatables and 

RIBs achieve excellent performance with smaller engines than would be required 
on traditional boats of similar size.  That means greater fuel efficiency and lower 
purchase cost for engines. 
 Smoother, Drier Ride: The buoyancy tubes on Zodiac boats do a remarkable job 

of absorbing impact when cruising at high speeds, and they also deflect spray for a 
drier ride than most traditional boats. 
 Simple Maintenance: Upkeep on a Zodiac is simple and cheap – soapy water 

keeps it clean, while proper inflation is a breeze with either a foot pump or 
available auto inflation pump on some models.  The buoyancy tubes also mean no 
worries about dings and scratches during docking and other maneuvers.  
 And Another Thing – They Look Cool: The crisp, modern designs and sharp 

colors and graphics of today’s Zodiacs stand out against a crowd of traditional 
boats.  That alone draws many buyers who simply want a different, sharp-looking 
boat without a custom-boat price. 
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About Zodiac Of North America, Inc. 

Zodiac of North America, Inc. is a subsidiary of Zodiac S.A., the world’s largest 
manufacturer of rigid-hull inflatable boats (RIBs), inflatable boats, life rafts and marine 
safety equipment, and the world’s oldest manufacturer of inflatable boats.  The company 
manufactures and distributes RIBs and foam collar crafts (both fiberglass and aluminum 
hulls), inflatable boats, life rafts and marine safety equipment for recreational users and 
professional users such as the U.S. Navy, U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Air Force, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Navy Seals, Special Forces and other military organizations.  Zodiac 
brands include Zodiac®, AVON® and Bombard®.   

 
In 2004, Zodiac introduced the CZ7 Ultimate Adventure Boat® and eXtreme 

eXcursions adventure academy.  Visit the Web site at www.zodiaccz7.com.   
 
Zodiac’s manufacturing facilities are located in South Carolina, Washington, 

Vancouver, British Columbia, and several other countries around the world.  Zodiac 
originated several major concepts that evolved the inflatable boat, including the inflatable 
keel, Futura® hull, H2P high-pressure air floor and the Acti-V hull.  Zodiac of North 
America, Inc. corporate headquarters are located at 540 Thompson Creek Road, 
Stevensville, MD  21666; Phone:  (410) 643-4141; Fax: (410) 643-4491; Internet:  
www.zodiacmarineusa.com or www.zodiac.com.  

 
### 

 
A Message From The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary:  Boat smart from the start, take a boating education course and get a 

vessel safety check for your boat.  For information, call the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary at 1-800-368-5647 or visit the Web site at 
www.cgaux.com.  You may also contact the U.S. Power Squadrons at 1-888-FOR-USPS or visit the Web site at www.usps.org. 

 
 

 
 
Contact: John Quinn or Michael Sias 
   Haber & Quinn Public Relations & Marketing 
   Ph: (954) 764-6011; Fax: (954) 764-6012 
   E-mail: jq@haberandquinn.com; mds@haberandquinn.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


